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Conservationists' efforts net $125K in leadership awards
By BEE STAFF REPORTS 

last updated: July 17, 2007 05:06:02 AM

Six recipients of the 2007 James Irvine Foundation
Leadership Awards were announced Monday, 
including three people with projects in the 
Northern San Joaquin Valley.

The recipients were awarded $125,000 per 
organization for successfully tackling pressing state 
issues, such as flood control, global warming and 
air qual-ity.

John Carlon and Tom Griggs of Chico-based River 
Partners, which also has offices in Modesto, were 
recognized for their work in flood control.

River Partners restores native species and wildlife 
habitats along river banks, including projects along
the San Joaquin, Tuolumne and Stanislaus rivers. 

Carlon is co-founder of the organization and a blueberry farmer; Griggs is its senior ecologist.

Ashley Boren of San Francisco-based Sustainable Conservation received a leadership award for 
her work with agriculture businesses in promoting conservation efforts.

Boren works with valley dairy farms, including Zylstra Dairy in Turlock and J&B Dairy in 
Modesto, to adopt farming practices that are environmentally sustainable.

Boren helps farmers install methane digesters that reduce greenhouse gases from cow manure 
while creating a source of renewable energy.

She also assists them in preparing the soil with fewer tractor passes, reducing pollution from 
dust and diesel emissions while saving fuel.

The other three recipients are: Cesar Calderon, Soledad Enrichment Action in Los Angeles; 
Yvonne Chan, Vaughn Next Century Learning Center in Pa-coima; and Sheldon Epps, Pasadena 
Playhouse in Pasadena.

The law firm of Curtis & Arata announced the addition of new attorneys.

Jineen T. Espinosa joined the firm as an associate in June. She received her bachelor's degree 
from Columbia University in New York City and her law degree from the University of the 
Pacific's McGeorge School of Law in 1993. She worked as a research attorney with the Stanislaus 
County Superior Court for three years. For Curtis & Arata, she will be doing legal research, 
motions and appeals in business litigation and transactions, and public entity and insurance 
defense in both.

Lori A. Reihl also joined the firm as an associate in June. She received her bachelor's degree from
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, and her law degree from McGeorge
School of Law. She practices in insurance defense litigation and personal injury. 

Michael T. Jordan, who has been a law clerk with the firm since June 2006, recently passed the 
bar and became an associate in May. He received his bachelor's degree from West Virginia and 
his law degree the University of Maryland. He focuses on estate planning, trust administration 
and probate.

Announcements of promotions, awards and other businessachievements can be 
sent by fax to David W. Hill, businesseditor, 578-2207; by mail to Biz Lines, The 
Modesto Bee, P.O. Box 5256, Modesto 95352; or by e-mail to dhill@modbee.com. 
Photos are encouraged, but cannot be returned.
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